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Hello Friends, 

It’s been a very busy year, as we simultaneously underwent a major expansion, 

and faced a standing water problem in the aviary that required the installation 

of a whole new drainage system (see next page).  So here is a long-overdue up-

date for all of you: 

 During our fiscal year 2010/2011, EITS served 6,824 people through class-

room, afterschool, camps, community and Museum programs plus visitor 

interactions.  In 2011/2012 that number jumped to 18,684! 

 EITS volunteer hours totaled 3,468 (prior year: 2,148 hours), valued at 

$52,200 (@$15/hr) plus Gabriele’s volunteer time over and above salaried 

hours totaled 1,668 (value of contribution: $33,360). 

 Before our move in March 2011 we had 16 bird volunteers.  As of now, we 

have 35, plus seven other volunteers that serve as interpreters to the public.  

Keeping track of all of them takes a lot of time, but six new afternoon Shift 

Leads (our senior volunteers) have been trained to supervise all aspects of 

running the program during the afternoons, to free up more time for fund-

raising, promoting EITS and developing additional curriculum materials 

that match our new birds. 

 Welcome to our new volunteer docents Jeff Hanson, John Ledlie, Ria 

Marsh, Susan Attaway, Marla Mercer, Mo McFadden and Tina 

Gorelik.  They are Santa Barbara Audubon members that do not work di-

rectly with the birds, but open the shutters between 10AM and 1PM, giving 

our birds longer hours of visual stimulation and air flow.  They also inter-

pret our birds and share their extensive bird knowledge with Museum “Back 

Yard” visitors.   

 Last fiscal year we added three new birds: Puku (Western screech owl), 

Kanati (male American Kestrel), and Athena (female Barn owl) 

 In addition to daily afternoon interactions with the public, we presented 44 

off-site programs at schools, preschools, after-school and summer camps, 

and other community organizations. 

 

 

 

 



AVIARY DRAINAGE PROBLEMS!! 

Earlier this year, we discovered that we had a serious drainage problem in all of 

our aviaries.  It caused the proliferation of a fungus that, in high numbers, attacks 

birds’ respiratory systems.  Ivan, our oldest bird at over 17 years old, became 

very ill, and all of our birds were moved back to my residence while we re-

designed and installed a new drainage system.  Ivan recovered fully at my house.   

Shortly after we moved the birds back to the aviary, to our distress, Ivan, fell ill 

again and we discovered that the newly installed gravel contained clay and sand 

that kept it from drying out.  Unlike deliveries in the past, the gravel had not been prewashed.  Sand and clay 

had migrated below the gravel hosting fungi (clean rock is not a good medium by itself). 

Once again, all birds were moved back to my residence, and Enviroscaping donated the labor to remove, wash, 

disinfect, return and dry out all gravel in the aviary.  Thank you Lalo  Mora. New cleaning protocols that limit 

water use were also put in place. This finally fixed the problem and all birds but Ivan were returned.  Unfortu-

nately Ivan still associates the aviary with his illness, and currently balks at being housed there, so for now he  

remains at my place, visiting the Museum campus two to three afternoons a week, while being gradually re-

acclimatized to the aviary.  Given time and patience, most likely he will overcome his fear. 
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ATHENA the Barn owl             (Photos by John O’Brien)      

Athena, our newest bird ambas-

sador, arrived in May 2012, 

adopted from South Bay Wild-

lifeRehab in Rancho Palos 

Verdes.  Like Ivan, Kachina, and 

Kanati, she was hit by a car.  In 

her case, she lost her eyesight in 

one eye, and this causes her to 

miss her perches at times.  Other-

wise she is perfect and stunningly 

beautiful. 

As an older bird (guessed age is 

between 2 and 4 years old), it has taken her a bit longer to get 

used to her new life, but her natural curiosity won out, and she is 

now  part of our bird team, interacting with the public at the Mu-

seum and participating in off-site programs. 

You can see her every afternoon between 2 and 4PM in or near 

our aviary, or on the SB Museum of Natural History’s main 

Campus (Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays). 

Ivan -  Red-tailed hawk 

“He tastes funny…” 
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Email - shared with John O’Brien’s permission: 

Gabriele, 
 

Okay, so I went to the mews today planning to finish Kisa's perch as you re-

quested.  When I opened her door to her room, she was sitting on the perch and 

on the floor were 10,000 small pieces of black shredded foam.  The foam pad 

on the perch was half gone!!! 

So I went in and shooed her off and back to her normal high perch over the 

door. I cleaned up all the foam on the ground (90%) and figured I would trim 

the foam back a little and cut some green carpet, using it as replacement foam 

since I did not bring any with me, to fit where the foam had been shredded.  I 

did that and left the new cut carpet up on the perch and went out to retrieve my glue gun to glue it down.  

I was gone maybe 45 seconds, but when I returned, Kisa was back on the perch and shredded half of the foam 

that was left, thus leaving just 25% of the original foam!!!!  So, I stood there next to her, giving her a tongue 

lashing, and it took me a few minutes to get her off from the perch back to her high perch.   

I yelled out to Carolyn to come in and get HER "darn" bird leashed up and out of here!!!  I cut some MORE 

green carpet, fitted it on and then covered it all with the piece of green carpet you had cut.  It is GLUED and 

STAPLED. 

I do NOT give the prospect of this new patch lasting very long however, she just has it IN for that perch ;-(  

So, THAT is how my day started at the aviary today, hope yours was better. 

 

John 

Western screech owl feathers are perfectly matched to 

their habitats - oak forests, and specifically oak bark.   

Here Betty Flesher demonstrates to an audience how 

Puku completely “disappears” when held against an 

oak tree.  These little owls are extremely hard to spot, 

day or night.  Sitting on a branch,  they snuggle up 

against the tree’s trunk, and with eyes closed, become 

nearly invisible. 

WHERE’S PUKU? Eyes in the Sky welcomes S&S SEEDS (Susan and 

Victor Schaff) of Carpinteria and ISLAND SEED 

AND FEED (Matt Buckmaster and Brenton Kelly) 

of Goleta as Falcon Level Business Sponsors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Such sponsorships are greatly appreciated as they sup-

port our raptors’ food and vet care needs as well as 

education programs within the community. Please be 

sure to thank them on behalf of EITS and Audubon 

when you go in to shop. If you know a business which 

might wish to become a Sponsor, please contact  

Gabriele Drozdowski (898-0347) for information. 

   
 

S&S SEEDS is a wholesale company 

providing wildflower, grass and Califor-

nia native plant seeds for Reclamation, 

Erosion Control and Landscape Projects.  

ISLAND SEED AND FEED is known 

throughout the community as the “go 

to” place for answers to all questions 

related to growing plants, especially 

organic seeds, vegetable starts and 

healthy pet foods. They have supported 

EITS and SB Audubon for many years. 
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Thank you all, for your support - in all of its shapes and forms!   

“The time will soon be here when my grandchild will long for the cry of a loon, the 

flash of a salmon, the whisper of spruce needles, or the screech of an eagle.  But he 

will not make friends with any of these creatures and when his heart aches with 

longing he will curse me.  Have I done all to keep the air fresh?  Have I cared 

enough about the water?  Have I left the eagle to soar in freedom?  Have I done 

everything I could to earn my grandchild's fondness?” 

Chief Dan George-(1899 - 1981) 

MORE BIRD HUMOR! 

Woodpile Owl 

by Gary Tallman 

“Is that a Plumbeous Vireo?” 

  

Oh Yeah? 


